Best iTunes Alternatives — April 08

The most popular iTunes alternatives in April 2008 * were:
1. Media Jukebox - Organize, play, convert, encode, rip, and burn digital music.
2. JetAudio Basic - Play audio and video files, convert to other file formats, and burn CDs.
3. Media Monkey - Manage and organize exte  nsive digital music collections.
4. Winamp - Play and organize a variety of audio and video files, as well as rip and burn CDs.
5. Foobar2000 - Listen to music with this free audio player that supports a range of digital
formats.

Most Popular MP3 (music and video) players in April 08

#1 - Microsoft Zune

The second-generation, 80GB Zune from Microsoft offers tremendous value for the money, as well as
innovative features such as wireless sync, RBDS FM radio information, Wi-Fi music sharing, and
subscription music support (Zune Pass). The Zune was a disappointment last year, but the second-
generation Zune 80 is top of the line. Price: $150-$250

#2 - Apple iPod Touch

Apple's iPod Touch is expensive, but there's no beating it when it comes to design and features. Wi-
Fi applications such as e-mail, Web browsing, maps, weather forecasting, and wireless music
downloads from Apple's iTunes store put the iPod Touch on the bleeding edge of portable media
players. With its 3.5-inch screen and support for iTunes movie rentals, TV shows, and video
podcasts, the iPod Touch is the most video-friendly iPod yet. Price: $315-$420

#3 - Sony NWZ -A818

The Sony NWZ-A810 Walkman offers a fantastic display, a sleek design and interface, and a stellar
battery life. Plus, it's one of the few MP3 players that sound great right out of the box, thanks to Sony
including some high-quality MDR-EX082 earbuds in the package. The player itself has a high-quality,
metallic build with a chromelike strip around the edge. The overall look is more elegant than flashy, but
users with an appreciation for understatement will like the style. Price: $180-$220

#4 - Creative Zen V Plus

One of the first flash-memory players to break into the 16GB range, the Creative Zen V Plus
packs a monster wallop into an ultracompact space, and the vivid OLED display is viewable
from any angle. Features include an FM radio, voice, and line-in recording, photo and video
playback, and compatibility with subscription WMA tracks. Price: $50-$150




