
Windows Movie Maker tutorial  

Windows Movie Maker is a free video-editing tool included with Microsoft Windows XP 
(Service Pack 2 and later) and all Windows Vista operating systems.  Look for it in your 
Programs under “Windows Movie Maker.”  

With Movie Maker, you can turn your home movies into awesome videos that you can 
share across the Internet, or burn to a CD or DVD.  Movie Maker is fairly easy for 
everyone to use, so don't be afraid to dive in, even if you're not a computer expert.  

Sound files acceptable to MM include:  .wav, .aif, .aiff, .snd, .mp3, .mpa, .mp2, .wma, .au, .asf 
Photo and video files in MM are:  .jpg, .jpeg, .jpe, .jff, .gif, .png, .bmp, .dib, .tif, .tiff, .wmf, 
.emf, .wdp, .avi, .mpg, .mpq, .mp2v, .mpeg, .mpe, .mpvz, .wm, .wmv, .dvr-ms  

This is your movie making and editing screen in Windows Vista: 

1. Import photos, videos, and music by clicking on the “Import… 

o “From digital video camera”  (from camera connected to your computer or card reader/memory 

card connected to your computer) 

o “Videos” (from files already on your computer), 

o “Pictures” (photos already on your computer or from memory card) 

o “Audio or Music” (from files previously recorded on your computer).    



 
2

 
After you have imported a music file or two (use Windows Media Player to “rip” songs from CDs you or 
friends own),  imported a photo or two (from your “Pictures” or “My Pictures” files, and imported a video or 
two (from your “Videos” or “My Videos” files), your workspace will look like this:   

2. Next, switch to “Timeline” view   
1. (use “Storyboard” drop down arrow in Vista) 
2. Or use “View” menu, choose “Timeline” in XP  

     Now the bottom of your work area looks like this: 
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3. Start dragging photos and videos onto the timeline, using your mouse to click and drag 

from imported items at the top of your work area down onto the timeline.  Notice that the 
video takes a longer space on the timeline.                                 

4. You can also drag on the right-hand side of any photo to make it display for a longer time 
on your movie.   Here, I’ve dragged on the first photo to make it last for 8 seconds 
instead of the default 5 seconds.   
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